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Charges from the sale will lower McKesson's earnings per share by about 4 cents
in the quarter in which it closes. The company also said it would also fill two of five
seats on Parata's board.

Analysts expect McKesson to earn 62 cents per share in the first quarter,
according to a Thomson Financial poll.

McKesson said fewer than 10 percent of the nation's drugstores now use
automation, but adoption of automation technology is expected to rise amid
prescription growth and a shortage of pharmacists nationwide.
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